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Meandering 
Conversations

How does change happen?

What makes things change?

The change we knew most intimately –
pedagogical/curricular/advocacy/activism

Change had happened – and at a 
snail’s pace



Three Events

• June 10, 2020 – webinar
Moving forward 
with uncertainty: The pandemic 
as déclencheur

• Nov. 21, 2020 – webinar
Early childhood educators 
sketching narratives of 
change: Gestures and situated 
responses to the potential of 
a pan-Canadian ECEC system.

• Upcoming Symposium: 
International-Indigenous 
insights: Possibilities for 
Canada

Project Website:
https://ecenarratives.opened.ca



Pan-federalism including colonialism as an 
overarching narrative in Canada

With this project:
• what are the narratives?
• how do they work?
• how can we seek them out and listen?
• how might we theorize?

Format:
• moving online
• weekly meetings



Today…

We begin with the world of the snail.

Shift to that of policy advisors, activists – longstanding 
and newer narratives.

And then to educators – working throughout the 
pandemic online and face to face – everyday stories.

We close with snail as metaphor for desire in ECE.
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Let’s visit 
the world 

of the 
snail…



ECEC in the 
News



Snail Damage

www.aos.org



“…bringing us along with you.” 
Honourable Maryam Monsef, Minister for Women and Gender Equality and Rural 
Economic Development, June 10, 2020



Discursive shiftings… and narrative 
entanglings

Conflictual? Cooperative? Or 
conflictual-cooperation?

“Complexity Inertia”

The women who get it done



“Please don’t stop.” 
Honourable Maryam Monsef, Minister for Women and Gender Equality and Rural Economic 
Development, June 10, 2020



Colonial theory of change locates power and control entirely
outside of the community.

Eve Tuck – February 2019
Indigenous Feminist Theorizing & Reluctant Theories of Change:

I do not want to haunt you but I will.



Once Shi-shi-etko arrives at school she 
won't see her parents for many months 
or even years, she will lose her 
traditional name, and she will be forced 
to speak English – a language she doesn't 
even know. Nicola I. Campbell

For a long time, the Canadian government… 
made laws forcing children as young 
as four, although generally between the ages 
of five and six, to go to residential school to 
learn European culture and religion. Parents 
were put in jail if they didn’t send their 
children to these schools.

Can you imagine a community without children? 
Can you imagine children without parents?



“We had a knowing in our community that we 
were able to verify. To our knowledge, these 
missing children are undocumented deaths,” 
Casimir said. “Some were as young as three 
years old. We sought out a way to confirm that 
knowing out of deepest respect and love for 
those lost children and their families, 
understanding that Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc is 
the final resting place of these children.”

Chief Rosanne Casimir - 27 May, 2021, CBC News

First Nation Tkemlúps te Secwepemc



“that all of our children be rich with diversity & free from oppression”
Margo Greenwood (2020) 



Competing narratives 

“The challenge really is in putting 
these things into some kind of a
picture – What is it that we want 
in a system and how do we make 
that happen at multiple levels? 

The question is how does 
everybody fit in?”

Where do they fit?
Martha Friendly



“What if we create a new discourse about ECEC? What if we move the narrative 
beyond ECEC as an “essential service” for the economy and focus on children, 
early childhood educators (who are more than a workforce), the role of ECEC in 
community and the unique ECEC pedagogy?”          Iris Berger, webinar chat

New narratives…



Pulling together the threads 

“I think we can think about all of 
these different facets of early 
childhood education and care -
from the perspective of parents, 
children, the workforce, for the 
economy, for gender equality, for 
health, social solidarity… I think 
we can pull that together.”

Monica Lysack



Discursive Shiftings and 

Narrative Entanglings

Visit our website at 
https://ecenarratives.opened.ca


