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What does it mean to be an early 
childhood educator at this time?

https://ecenarratives.opened.ca



Mourning

The thoughts that come to mind in 

attempting to account for our 

predicament have almost the form of 

fragments of meditation upon the 

sorrowful present  (Braidotti, 2020, p. 2). 



When I heard other ECEs on the panel talking about interactions with children I almost 
cried because I miss them so much. (Song)

Being an early childhood educator during this time is not easy and especially our job in 
general we are a person who develop community, a person who support the whole 
family, a person who care for those vulnerable children, right? At this point I think the 
most challenging thing for myself is how do we keep and stay connected with family? 
Those meaningful and valued connections become remotely, become two metres apart, 
become almost impossible in some centres. (Song)

As an ECE student in this moment, I am feeling lost. Social distancing can make it feel 
like there is nobody around. Nobody around to connect with, to confide in. I am missing 
being surrounded by my professors and my fellow students. (Photo Collage submission)



Such a huge shift to go from sharing to no 
touching. (Janice)

We were asked to focus on disinfection rather 
than pedagogy.  (Véronique)

Children also expressed a sense of loss, 
reminiscing: remember when we used to eat 
lunch together? (Christina)



Affective Responses

The underlying mood during this pandemic 
is affective. It involves complex and 

internally contradictory alternation of 
emotions...An intense sense of suffering 
alternating with hope, fear unfolding 

alongside resilience, boredom merging into 
vulnerability 

(Braidotti, 2020, p. 1). 



We were on our way to work, walking through a ghost town with fear in our 

bellies wondering what kind of virus we were dealing with, were we going to 

get sick or the children we work with, our own children and families. We put 

our fears, our uncertainties, our lack of understanding aside and we 

went to work without hesitation because our job is to ensure the moral and 

physical well-being of children and even the chaos of a global pandemic could 

not prevent an educator from caring about children’s health and safety more 

than her own...Because being an educator means being exhausted by the 

numerous related tasks that are constantly being added and knowing that 

the slightest lack of vigilance or patience on our part is going to have an 

impact on the children. (Véronique)



I know that we’ve been expressing a lot of frustration in our field and that shouldn’t be taking 

away from our passion and how much work we’ve put into and how much love we’ve put into 

what we do but the fact that as professionals that we have to even have the discussion where a 

lot of the time we feel we have to choose, I mean this is what we love to do, but is it sustainable 

for ourselves? It’s exhausting and it takes away from what we are do with the children, but 

living in Vancouver we have to… (Janice)



That outweighed the fear, that helped me... The stress and the worry and the compliance

that sits on educators shoulders is so heavy right now but I think that if we are able to hold it high 

enough, right, as the adults in these programs, if we are able to hold it high enough and also look 

and view and embrace the joy that is play and community. That’s the narrative that is also 

unfolding alongside this. I’m grateful that I get to see that every day in our program, watching 

children continue to play even though everything else is going on around them. It speak to the level 

of work that ECEs are doing in the field to hold that worry for them during this time. (Brittany)

I created my own website daily drop in, I also created a YouTube channel and I have zero 

experience of this before the pandemic, but I want to stay connected as an ECE. I want families to 

know I am still there for them even when the child cry at night when they see Song’s face they can 

go to YouTube or Facebook and just see. And one picture that made me cry, the girl’s dad send me 

a message “Song, it’s not fair that the kids get to see you but you don’t get to see the kids” so he 

sent me a photo of a girl touching on the screen, trying to touch my face. That made me cry. 

That’s what I miss the most.(Song)



Resisting

The current crisis can make us more 
intelligent about what we are ceasing to 
be and who we are capable of becoming 

(Braidotti, 2020, p. 3). 



I took these photograph from my class, to share with you some of the changes that took place 

in our classroom. However, instead of just talking about the challenges that we faced, I think 

it would be better to talk also about the positive thing that came out from all of this. (Safaa’s 

explanation of her collage)

As an ECE, I believe it is our responsibility to challenge ourselves and to expand our own 

learning and to adapt to the new experiences and really try to take this as a learning 

opportunity to better ourselves and to better our practices. (Mallory)

If you think about it, I think that these kids are dealing with so much, and right now a lot of 

the focus has been on cleanliness, sanitizing and, you know, keeping germs to yourself. But I 

think we also need to consider, it’s still about their play, and the playing together, and that 

community feeling, and showing a lot of compassion to the families as well and all the stress 

that they are going through. (Janice)



What is inexhaustible, however, is our desire to persevere in living, against all odds 
(Braidotti, 2020, p. 4).

Now it’s the time that we realise how, as an educator, we evolve and adapt to the situation. 
We all, I would say, ECE across Canada, we are survivors and fighters. (Song)

Being an educator also means doing everything so that children never realize that we do not 
have the time or the means to give them everything they need. (Véronique)

We also, sometimes, did socially distancing outdoor gatherings to try and maintain and 

preserve some of the traditions of the school that we usually do in the springtime. We usually 

have lots of different events. (Christina)



Regenerating

Posthuman resistance must mobilize for 

the compositions and collective 

construction of affirmative forms of action 

and solidarity and can activate their own 

generative force

(Braidotti, 2020, p. 4).



I think now is the time we realize how we as an educator evolve and adapt to the 

situation...Right now I think we need to be seen and people need to realize how important 

early childhood education is. (Song)

I feel like in my context a lot of it has to do with adaptation and resilience and, like you said, a lot 

of learning of new skills. As a teacher of young children I’ve always felt the role of the caregiver 

and mentor and observer and collaborator but I’m feeling through this pandemic...it’s a lot of 

adaptation for ourselves for me as a teacher and for the children. (Christina)

As an ECE student in this moment, I am feeling lost. Social distancing can make it feel like there is 

nobody around. Nobody around to connect with, to confide in. I am missing being surrounded by 

my professors and my fellow students. I miss the support and the interactions. However, I will 

continue straight on this path, keep moving forward, keep pushing myself and won’t take a 

step back. (Student Submission)





“As an aspiring ECE
It’s encouraging to see

A movement among us happening
As an aspiring ECE

It’s encouraging to see
Real change actively unfolding

As an aspiring ECE
It’s encouraging to see 

A system approach emerging
As an aspiring ECE

It’s encouraging to see
What we are about to head into…”
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